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over \ per cent., and a little under J per cent.! Here may then be discerned the final financial result to the tax-payer. How miserable compared to even 2J and 3 per cent, of railways by private enterprise elsewhere. In the case of private enterprise there are a number of joint proprietors of a railway. In the case of the State, which represents the tax-payer, there is only one proprietor. Beyond that there is no difference. But when the joint stock railway company, after providing for all charges and interest on borrowed monies, divides among its proprietors in the United Kingdom and elsewhere a dividend on its share of capital, say 2J to 3 per cent, at the lowest, here in India, the dividend goes a little beyond half a per cent \ Thus though Indian railways show progress generally, the ultimate financial progress is indeed most disappointing. The only satisfactory feature is the growth of coaching and goods traffic. The number of passengers increased by fully 17.68 crores in 10 years, say, at the rate of 1.76 crore per annum. The growth is equal to 90 per cent, in the decade, while the percentage of increase shown in coaching receipts came to 70. Goods traffic showed an increase in receipts of 9.19 crore rupees, equivalent to 43.26 per cent. Of course, it goes without saying that with 10,691 more miles of new railways open or under construction, the number of all classes of employes should increase. The total increase was 176,577, say at the rate of 17,657 per year. The European employes increased by 35, the Eurasians by 17, and the Indians by 50 per cent. But the railway authorities have for years deliberately suppressed the salaries and "wages annually earned by each class of employes."
While the railway administration reports and the government blue books repeat every year the number of Europeans and Indians employed on Indian railways they have persistently omitted to state the amount paid to the classes in salaries. According to the parliamentary return of salaries of May 17, 1892, there were, in all, 2,448 Europeans earning salaries of 1,000 rupees (333 dollars) and upwards per annum in the civil and military employ of the Government of India. Their total salaries came to R. 8,062,840. There were, however, only 895 natives who earned salaries of R. 1,000 or upwards per annum and the total of these salaries amounted to R. 1,367,350. It will be very interesting to have similar information about railway employes. In discussing the blessings conferred on India by the railway system, the Anglo-Indian imperialist is apt to point out:
(a)  The huge growth of the foreign trade of the country.
(b)  The number to whom the railways give employment.
(c)  The help which, in years of scarcity, the railways afford in carrying the surplus produce of one province to another.